Y-block I.D.

Block casting numbers used for identification are generally on the side of the Y-block just above the oil filter for blocks cast at Cleveland. Dearborn I.D. numbers are near the distributor and above the generator.  Most Dearborn Y-blocks were used in trucks, and there were none from Dearborn after 1957, nor were there any special truck blocks.  Heavy-duty trucks (1961 and later) with steel cranks used blocks bearing casting numbers such as C1AE or C2AE, etc.  Starting in the 1950’s, prefixes used in the Ford coding system denote the decade – B for 1950’s, C for 1960’s, etc. – with the second digit (a figure) to single out the exact year, i.e. C1AE would decode as 1961.  AE are letters assigned by engineering.  However, don’t be confused to think that a C1AE block would be correct for a 1961 vehicle only.  It simply indicates when the block itself was released for production in 1961.  In some cases, C1AE could have been used for several years after 1961 but never before.

Closely inspect your block around the oil filter area for casting numbers.  There are usually several combinations which record everything from date to the work shift in which the casting took place as well as the block casting number.  Due to an accumulation of rust and grime build-up, it might be necessary to clean this area for proper identification of these numbers.  Sometimes they are faint, broken and tough to read even under the best of conditions.  The actual block casting number might include coding such as “6015”, which is Ford’s universal part number for an engine block.  Ford developed a part numbering system back in the 1930’s that begins with a prefix, such as the aforementioned C1AE, followed by a part number, such as 6015.  That basic structure is still in use today.  Confusingly, the number sometimes appears in the casting number and sometimes it doesn’t.  That’s true with other castings as well, such as intake manifolds, etc.

If your block is a 312, built from1955 (for 1956 model year) to 1960, casting numbers could be ECZ-A, ECZ-C,  EDB or B7ME-A.  Should your block be a 272 or a 292 (or even a 239 or 256 from 1954) made from 1954 to 1964, casting numbers could include one of the following: EBY, ECG (256-272, truck); CITE (292 and 272 truck); B5A-EO, EBY-F, ECG-B (272, truck); B7AE (292-312, truck); Eck (292, truck);  B9AE, B9AE-F, C1AE, C2AE, C2AE-A, C2AE-C, ECK-B, EDB, EDV, COTE, COTE-8, CIAE-R (292); ECG-A, ECG-C, KBY (272); ECZ (292-312).

Incidentally, there’s a lot of interchangeability of parts throughout the Y-block generations, i.e. carbs, intakes and exhaust manifolds are examples.  So – don’t be led astray by what you read on an exhaust manifold, etc.  Go for the block casting number only.  Then, should further narrowing down be called for to locate the exact date, you’ll have to look for the date code.

The bore sizes increased as the cid grew form 239 to 312.  After you have narrowed it down by the casting numbers, an engine rebuilding shop can verify the bore size.  One of these codes should put you on the right track.

Radio Speaker Restoration

By Bill Abate

Installing an updated radio in your T-Bird can be very worthwhile but without good speakers you are doomed from the start.  I convert the stock T-Bird AM radios to AM/FM and have been doing it for years. The finished product is a 44 watt stereo unit that sounds as good as the factory unit in my modern full size Crown Victoria.  But you have to be careful on speaker selection.   I advise my customers not to go stereo because the cockpit of the little Bird is so small.  It is almost impossible to get decent stereo separation.  I advise against using the 6X9 two speaker setup that is offered by some parts houses.  You will have zero stereo separation with two speakers side by side so it defeats the purpose of stereo.  Most people would not install their speakers right next to each other in their home stereo so why do it in the car?  Second problem is that the bass response of a speaker is proportional to its size.  That is why woofers are large and tweeters are small.  If you use two small speakers you are throwing away most of the low frequency response of the music.  Low frequencies make the sound richer.

The recommendation I make is to go with 22 watts of monaural and forget the stereo.  Install one quality 6X9 two way speaker (not two speakers) in the dash.  I can drive the highways at 70 mph with no top on and hear the radio fine.  Now you still hear all the road noise but you know what song you are listening to.  Note that you should not use just one channel of a stereo radio as you would be throwing away half of the music information.  That is not the same as monaural.

Lastly select a speaker with an adequate magnet.  You don't have much choice on speaker size if you use the stock dash installation but you can get one with a large magnet.  The size of the magnet determines the power that the speaker can handle.  My speaker has a 20 ounce magnet that jumped over and stuck to the frame when I first installed it!  Good thing my fingers were not in the way.  The stock speaker magnet was only a few ounces but was adequate for the original radio,  which only ran a few watts.

If you insist on using two speakers, the only place I found to be a good location is the cardboard on the rear of the seat.  I used surface mount speakers with triangular shaped enclosures right below the top of the seat. Don't scold me as this was done thirty years ago in the non original days of my youth!

