The Little Notebook

(that should be) 

In Your Glove box

Here’s good advice from the Rose City Thunderbird Club: How long has it been since you changed the oil in your Tbird? What kind of mileage have you been getting?

Perhaps the most overlooked part of owning a classic Tbird is the little notebook you should keep in your glove box. Every time you get gas, put air into the tires, add some oil, or top off the radiator, jot down the date and the odometer reading. Over time, you’ll be surprised what these notes reveal.

For instance, you might learn that your left rear tire always seems to need a few pounds of air. That may mean you’ve got a slow leak; taking care of it now might prevent a flat during the next cruise.

Gas mileage can be an indicator of many things. If it starts to change for the worse (it rarely gets better), it can mean your points need adjusting, your ignition wiring should be checked or even that your exhaust system is getting plugged up.

If your radiator constantly needs to be topped off, it can be an indicator of a leak in the system. For instance, a Club member once owned a ’65 Mustang with a 260 c.i. V-8 that needed an inch or two of water every fill up. It turned out that the intake manifold was disintegrating, hence, the loss of water. He solved the problem before it caused serious damage.

And, of course, engine oil usage is a key indicator of what kind of shape parts like piston rings and valve guides are in.

It may seem like a hassle at first to write these things into your Tbird’s notebook, but you’ll find that as the months pass, the things you have recorded will make a big difference in how you end up taking care of your car.

