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A recent overheating event and multiple postings on the tbird registry have led to the following tech summary.

Many times members are concerned that their T-Birds are running too hot as indicated by their stock dash gauges. However if the car does not boil over or lose radiator fluid then it may actually not be too hot.  In this case the gauge might be suspect as reading too high.  Many T-Bird owners have actually documented that their gauges read high and have calibrated them in one way or another.  Below is a summary of methods (other than adding an aftermarket temp gauge) to help determine what the temp gauge is reading. 

1. Use a glass cooking thermometer (deep frying, candy, or jelly, 100-250+) in the top of the radiator while the car is idling and note the position of the temp gauge needle at various temperatures.

2. Use a temp indicator strip as sold by Casco.  This sticks to the radiator at the inlet pipe area and reads temps by color change.  200 F is o.k.; 220 F is of concern.

3. Use a Raytek Minitemp (0-500) infra red thermometer with laser sight.  This allows multiple rapid readings of all areas such as radiator, hoses, thermostat housing, heads, exhaust manifolds.  A really high tech tool for precise temp measurements.

4. All of the above measurements require the vehicle to be stationary and the hood open.  They do not lend themselves to on-line driving measurements.  The late Walt Nuckels wrote of using a Grainger (now sold by Taylor) digital thermometer probe inserted in the upper radiator hose with the gauge mounted temporarily in the interior.  Several other T-Bird owners have written on using the probe in a cylinder head like a temp sender unit and on mounting the gauge to the dash with magnets.  I obtained a Taylor digital thermometer probe and mounted magnets to the gauge for temporary attachment to the dash.  The probe could be put in the upper radiator hose at the thermostat housing connection without a problem.  This set-up allows real time monitoring of the car’s temperature while driving under a variety of conditions and comparison to the stock gauge for calibration.  The gauge is easier to set-up than an aftermarket gauge which requires a cylinder head sending unit.

