“Tank” that Tank!
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Recent experience by club members over the last 2-3 years has led me to believe that the best thing our club members can do to their T-Birds if they encounter a fuel type problem is to determine if they need a new gas tank.  Several members have experienced fuel related problems due to tank debris, rust, and even dissolved or flaked gas tank liner material.  Nothing can be more frustrating than to be stuck on the side of the road waiting for a tow because of a dirty fuel type problem.  Intermittent fuel starvation symptoms, and debris in the fuel filter or in the carburetor are typical symptoms.  The cost of a new gas tank is such that a whole fuel system upgrade with new tank, lines, and fuel pump can be done for several hundred dollars.  This is what some club members have paid in tow fees or for carburetor rebuild fees under emergency circumstances. New gas tanks are so reasonable that it is not worth the effort or trouble to clean out an old tank and put a gas tank sealer in.

Gas tank removal is relatively simple and can be done by most members.  The technique is a follows:

1. Remove access plate in trunk over gas tank and remove gas sending unit wire.

2. Place rear of car on tall jack-stands and drain tank via drain plug if present. Be sure to remove the gas cap prior.  Dispose of the old gas properly.  No smoking!!!

3. Remove the fuel line fitting from the tank.

4. Place a jack with a board under the old tank; remove the 2 nuts on the bolts holding the two straps to the tank; remove the straps; remove the grommet on the filler neck on the ‘55-‘56 tank;  check parts illustrations manual for ‘57 tank since somewhat different.

5. Lower the tank to the ground and plan proper disposal.  Never cut or weld a gas tank since fumes may explode!

6. Transfer (or replace) the old tank sending unit  and rubber pads from the top of  the old tank to the new one. 

7. Reverse the above procedures for installation.

Don’t forget to check the fuel line to fuel pump rubber hose.  It can collapse and impair fuel delivery.  It should be changed regardless of how good it looks since the inside has been known to collapse and block fuel flow even when the outside of the line looks good. 

