From CTC of Chicagoland: ELECTRICAL SYSTEM TUNE-UP
Some Saturday, when you are at loose ends for something to do, try this weekend T-bird feel good.  Loosen the

ends of your wire connections, one at a time.  Wire brush (steel wool will do) and reconnect.  What we are after

is to brighten up the connectors to bare metal, sort of renew the connection.

Start at the battery terminal first and then leave it disconnected until you get all of the other connections, one

at a time.  When you  are finished, reconnect the battery.  You will get a charge out of the improvement.

This is because the electrical system gradually breaks down with age, and poor connections offer greater 

resistance to the system.  Hence, greater demands are made on electrical power at the source (battery and

generator) to do the job.  If you do this once a year, you will also have the opportunity to examine each wire and connection individually, thus eliminating minor electrical incidents, which nearly always become major if not 

caught in time.

Here are a couple of tips from old (and sometimes odd) sources!

Oil spots on your garage floor?  Pour on some laundry detergent, add a little water and make a paste.  Let it

sit for a day.  You’ll be able to wash the stain away with water.

Spots on the old Bird’s carpeting?  Usually removed with an application of shaving cream on the nasty blemish.

Let it soak in a minute.  Then wash up with a clean cloth and soda water or baking soda.

From the Arizona CTC: AUTOMOTIVE OILS: SLICK OR SNAKE OIL?

About 40% of the engine’s cooling system is the oil; the other 60% is from air and the water coolant system.

The oil normally gets to about 225 degrees – in Arizona it will be higher.

A study of various oils be Consumer’s Reports concluded that as long as the oil had the ‘starburst’ of the API

(American Petroleum Institute), it made no difference what oil was used.  All performed the same, no matter the

cost:  Castrol GTX was the lowest priced and Valvoline All Climate was the most expensive.

The study also said the synthetic oils did no better than the petroleum-based oils tested.  But the synthetics flowed

a little better at sub-freezing temperatures and would also do a bit better at extremely high temps.  Our little ‘Birds 

would probably qualify, although it makes oil leaks a big problem.

Another conclusion of the study was that if you change your oil with less than 7500 miles of normal driving, you’re wasting your money.

Slick 50, STP Engine Treatment and STP Oil Treatment were also tested and found to do nothing significant to the reduction of friction.

