CRUISOMATICS by CL Hood

Several T-Birders have asked me about my transmissions.  I have three T-birds with cruisomatics in them.  I have a 1955 with a '63 cruisomatic in it.  I have a 1957 "E" with a '62 cruisomatic in it and I have a 1957 "F" with a '59 cruisomatic in it.  In all three cars, the standard '55 through '57 bell housing mates directly to the transmission.  The '55 or early '56 bell housing is less desirable as they are air cooled.  Walt Nuckels recommended the '67 cruisomatic.  Walt was a very good friend to me and he actually built two of the three cruisomatics for me.  I do not know anything about the '67 cruisomatic but I am very pleased with all of my t-birds that have been converted to cruisomatic from Fordomatic.

BEEP TO YOUR HEART’S CONTENT!!! by Bob Beane

It is possible to repair your T-Bird horn because the top just snaps on and off.  You can remove it by placing a screw driver in the slot on the side of the top (the part that has "Spartan" embossed in it), then simply pry it up. Inside you will find a set of contacts which need to be filed with a point file. Loosen the locknut above the points then with the horn connected to a battery adjust the center slotted screw with a screwdriver until its so loud you can no longer stand it. Tighten the locknut and replace the cover. Beep to your hearts content!!

LET’S END THE CONFUSION ABOUT KICKDOWN RODS by Gil Baumgartner

1- There isn’t a  kick-down rod specifically for an air-cooled transmission or water-cooled transmission.

2- There is a kick-down rod designated for 1955 models. Its original P/N was B5SZ 7A187 A. It works on 1955 models only, it will not work on any other model because it is formed to connect to the 1955 throttle mechanism  toward the inside of the mechanism..

3- The 1956 and 1957 (P/N B6AZ  7A187 A) have the same part which is correct for either year. This rod is formed to connect to the outboard side of the 1956 and 1957 throttle mechanisms. It will not work on a 1955 model unless throttle mechanism components are changed. The reason is the clevis ends are different. The 1955 and 1956 model (P/N 7354) has a single hole and the 57 model (P/N  97011-S7) has double holes.

Some of the parts catalogs are confusing as to how the rods are listed. Some have them listed for air cooled only or water cooled only. Some have them listed as 1955 and 1956 requiring the same part and 1957 as a different part. These listings are not correct. In actual fact the 1956 rod is the same for air cooled and water cooled transmissions and was also used on all 1957 models, except for E models. 

QUICK POWER WINDOW FIX by Neal Johnston

I recently found myself in a dilemma. My power windows(PW) stopped going up and down. No problem, I knew the trick of filing the points in the PW relay located on the passenger side of the engine firewall. After filing the points to a nub I came to the conclusion it wasn’t going to work this time. Checking the catalogs I noted a new relay was $60+ which didn’t include shipping!!  I resolved I was going to have to make the investment. Fortunately fellow Club member Norm Brinkmeyer called me about another Tbird problem and I mentioned my PW dilemma. No problem says Norm. He explained there are three wires that go into the relay, one red, one black, and one yellow. One is hot all the time, one is hot only when the ignition is on, and one is dormant. Considering the “always hot” situation, he advised I disconnect the battery before attempting this fix. First, identify the red wire and connect it to a terminal by itself. Now, place the black and yellow wire together on another terminal.  Reconnect the battery. That’s the fix!! Now, the windows work all the time, even when the key IS NOT in the car!!  I don’t know what is happening or why it works but Norm says it doesn’t hurt anything and that’s good enough for me. Thanks Norm. Just like the Lone Ranger, your call came just in time.

REMOVING ENGINE HEADS by Walt Nuckels

Difficulty in removing Y Block engine heads is not an uncommon problem. I’ve been there many times. There is a flange at the forward end of the head at the level of which the head meets the block. Underneath this flange is a machined gap for positioning a pry-bar between the head and the block. Apply a pry-bar or a big screwdriver and pry upward. The head should pry off as you can apply tons of force with this method. You may have to remove the generator. If the pry-bar doesn’t work, you must resort to severe measures. First, reinstall all the head bolts but only down to abput 1/8” of the head. Pick a cylinder which still has good valves, and spray Berryman B-12 into the cylinder (gasoline will also work) and reinstall the spark plug. Now energize the ignition and crank the engine over. Be sure the transmission is out of gear. Ignition of the small charge of fuel should lift the head up. Sounds dangerous and very well may be, but I have done this many times successfully. It doesn’t even make much of a pop. Always keep a fire extinguisher handy when working on your car.

Y-BLOCK ASSEMBLY ERRORS by John Mummert

John Mummert, owner of John Mummert Y-Block in El Cajon, California has put together a list of Y-Block assembly errors that every Tbirder considering engine work should have on their shelf. If you are not doing the rebuild yourself you should get a copy and give it to your rebuilder. It’s FREE and you can download it from John’s website at  www.ford-y-block.com
