Let’s Talk About

Your Rear End

By Joe Albert

The Ford 9” rear end was introduced on the ‘57 T-Bird. It is the diameter of the ring gear that measures 9”. This was Ford’s standard rear axle on full size cars and light trucks for many years. I worked for a LM dealer in the early to mid ‘70’s and they were just starting to replace it on some applications. I don’t know if they still use it.

What’s good about it is it’s near indestructibility and ease in setting up. It has what is called a “straddle mounted pinion”. The pinion gear in most rear ends is overhung. This means it has two tapered roller bearings and the gear just kind of hangs out of the case where it meshes with the ring gear. On the 9” Ford, there is a third bearing that is past the gear teeth which helps support the pinion gear. This allows it to transmit a lot of torque without bending out of mesh with the ring gear. It is the standard rear end used in NASCAR because it is so bullet proof. 

If you are a beginner, this is the rear you want to start with. The 9” ford rear is a model of simplicity for adjustment of pinion depth and setting backlash 

To perform a rebuild, you should have a shop manual that lists torque specs, a full size floor jack, two (3 ton minimum) jack stands, a dial indicator with magnetic/static base, a vierner caliper, gear pattern grease, “red” grade thread locker, inch-lb torque wrench, and 150+ ft-lb torque wrench.

